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Judges assigned to judicial districts 
By order of Acting Chief Justice Thomas 

J. Holgate, judge assignments have been 

made, effective November 8, 2017.  

District Court Judge Tina Tsinigine, who 

was confirmed as a probationary judge by 

the Navajo Nation Council in October, has 

been assigned to the Kayenta Judicial Dis-

trict. Judge Malcolm Begay, who was con-

firmed for permanent appointment by the 

Council also in October, is assigned to the 

Dilkon Judicial District. 

Judge Cynthia Thompson is assigned to 

the Window Rock and Chinle Judicial Dis-

tricts. Judge Leonard Livingston is assigned 

to the Crownpoint Judicial District and 

Pueblo Pintado Circuit Court. Judge Wil-

liam J.J. Platero is assigned to the 

Toôhajiilee/Alamo and Ramah Judicial Dis-

tricts. 

Judge Rudy Bedonie continues presiding 

at Chinle and Dziğ Yijiin Judicial Districts; 

Judge Genevieve Woody presides at 

Shiprock Judicial District; Judge Victoria 

Yazzie presides at Tuba City Judicial Dis-

trict; Judge Irene Black presides at Aneth 

Judicial District; and Judges Carol Perry 

and Geraldine Benally continue to preside 

at Window Rock Judicial District.  

In addition, two hearing officers have been 

hired under a one-year grant . Victor Clyde 

is stationed at Window Rock Judicial Dis-

trict and Dorothea Denetsosie is currently 

stationed at Tuba City Judicial District. 

There are 11 district court judges through-

out the Navajo Nation. The Judicial Branch 

of the Navajo Nation continues to seek ap-

plicants for the positions of district court 

judge and associate justice. Visit 

www.navajocourts.org/vacancies.htm for 

more information. ǒ 

Judge Malcolm Begay and Acting Chief Justice Thomas J. Holgate present Judge Be-
gayôs legislation for permanent confirmation to the Navajo Nation Council with Law and 

Order Committee member Kee Allen Begay and Chairman Edmund Yazzie  October 18, 
2017.  

Tina Tsinigine takes the oath of office  delivered by Acting Chief Justice Holgate on Octo-
ber 18, 2017, before the Navajo Nation Council. Ms.Tsinigine was confirmed as  a proba-

tionary judge the day before by the Council. 

INSIDE: Judicial Branch reports for FY17 4th Quarter 
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Staff attorney Tina Tsinigine provided six pro se train-

ings for the public.  Training topics included dissolution 

of marriage, paternity, child visitation, child custody, 

child support, correction of record, name change, declara-

tion of name, answering a petition, guardianship of a mi-

nor, and probate.  Trainings are held for individuals who 

wish to file pro se packets with the court.  An individual 

who wants to represent himself/herself is required to at-

tend pro se training so he/she is aware of what the law 

requires and his/her duties and responsibilities in court.  

The total number of attendees for the pro se trainings was 

92 participants. 

The Tuba City Judicial District held a criminal justice 

summit meeting on August 25, 2017.  Programs in attend-

ance included law enforcement, corrections, probation/

parole services, peacemaking, social services, courts, and 

other local service providers that have an interest in deliv-

ery of services by the justice system.  With collaborative 

efforts, the group hopes to continue work on identifying 

ways to share and streamline existing processes to better 

serve the community. 

On August 18, 2017, the Tuba City Judicial District 

staff joined staff from the Administrative Office of Court 

for staff development training in Flagstaff, Arizona.  The 

group participated in the Northern Arizona University 

Challenge Ropes Course.  The event concluded with a 

training on the teachings of the dawn and the eclipse by 

Window Rock traditional program specialist Elaine Hen-

derson.  The group enjoyed the informational training and 

activity. 

On September 8, 2017, the Tuba City Judicial District 

met with local school officials to present a work flow 

chart for school truancy.  During the summer months, key 

personnel from the Office of the Prosecutor, Peacemaking 

Program, Probation and Parole Services, Department of 

Family Services, and Tuba City Judicial District worked 

together to develop a work flow chart for the schools to 

address truancy issues.  The schools were appreciative of 

the truancy program.  

On September 14, 2017, court administrator Alice 

Huskie and court clerk Geraldine Sakiestewa participated 

in a Justware work session in Window Rock.  Justware is 

the case management program utilized by all Navajo Na-

tion Courts.  The group held lengthy discussions, re-

viewed the Justware application, and recommended pro-

posed changes to better meet the needs of the courts.  All 

Navajo Nation Judicial Districts are represented and have 

input at these work sessions. 

Tuba City Court and Child Support Enforcement (CSE) 

are collaborating information in hopes of locating and 

serving absent parents.  During this quarter, the CSE held 

Tuba City Judicial District 

Contôd on page 18 
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Kayenta Judicial District 

Office technician Thomasine James participated in a 

training entitled, ñDrug Identification and Recognition to 

Support Tribal Justice,ò on August 7-10, 2017, in Albu-

querque, N.M. The free training offered insight on drug 

abuse and recognition systems, identifying signs and 

symptoms of an individual under the influence, current 

drug trends and legal considerations related to drug inves-

tigations. 

Judge Malcolm Begay participated in a National Judi-

cial College training entitled, ñJudging in the Digital Age: 

Conquering Discovery and Admission of Electronically 

Stored Information,ò on August 15-17, 2017, in Reno, 

Nev. The course offered insights on procedural rules and 

substantive law addressing the litigantsô obligations in 

handling ESI evidence; analyzing issues regarding the 

discovery, proffer, and admission of such evidence; dis-

cussing ethical dilemmas for both lawyers and judges 

when confronted with ESI evidence; and addressing con-

cerns regarding personal privacy and security. 

Court clerks Michelle Dennison, Linda M. James, and 

Valentina Smith completed, ñMicrosoft Excel: The Basics 

and Beyond the Basics,ò training on August 22-23, 2017, 

in Farmington, N.M.  The training was beneficial in learn-

ing the most efficient way to use the program for building 

worksheets through new and enhanced features. 

Judge Malcolm Begay participated in a training enti-

tled, ñDin® Fundamental Law,ò on August 29 - September 

1, 2017, in Farmington, N.M.  The Navajo Nation Judi-

cial Conduct Commission and Peacemaking Program co-

ordinated the training for judges with focus on Din® Fun-

damental Law and the new JCC rules and procedures and 

plan of operations. 

Court administrator Lavonne K. Yazzie participated in 

several strategic budget planning meetings and presented 

the districtôs proposed FY2018 General Fund Budget be-

fore the Navajo Nation Council Law & Order Committee.  

The Committee was supportive of the districtôs proposed 

portion of the Judicial Branchôs overall budget despite a 

shortfall in funding.  

Court clerk Geneva Salt and court administrator La-

vonne K. Yazzie participated in two Navajo Nation Inte-

grated Justice Information Sharing Project (NNIJISP) 

Judicial Branch Justware configuration work sessions to 

review and recommend enhancements to the court soft-

ware program. 

Judge Malcom Begay represented the Navajo Nation 

Judicial Branch at the Arizona State, Tribal and Federal 

Court Forum on September 15, 2017, in Phoenix, Arizo-

na.  Members and participants addressed child support 

Contôd on page 18 


